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NEWS RELEASE
SIMPLE GESTURE OF KINDNESS BY UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON
PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICERS MEANS THE WORLD TO LITTLE BOY AND HIS MOM
DAYTON, Ohio - Four-year-old Malik Barnett-Tyes has little understanding of
terrorism or the collective heartbreak of Americans, but he has not been without heartbreak of
his own. For one so young, even the loss of a beloved bicycle is enough reason to mourn.
And at a time when public safety officials are working in one part of the country to deal
with the wreckage that was once a pair of tall towers in New York, University of Dayton police
officer Stephen Durian took every bit as seriously his role in recovering Malik's bike, stolen Sept.
28 from the front lawn of the Chambers Street home Malik shares with his mom, LaChelle
Barnett, a sophomore at UD.
And as far as Malik and his mom are concerned, Durian and the other UD public safety
personnel who helped "solve" the case of the missing bike are as much heroes as the label allows.
"I was so disappointed," Barnett said of discovering the theft. "Malik really loved his
bike. I knew it couldn't have been anyone in the neighborhood who took it; my neighbors are all
students and they wouldn't do something like that. So I didn't know what the chances were of
getting the bike back."
Barnett ·contacted the University's public safety department, which dispatched Durian
to take a report.
"I gave him a description of the bike, but he told me that, once a bike is stolen, it's
usually gone for good because they're hard to track down," she said. "But he told me they'd do
what they could."
On Sunday, Oct. 14, Barnett got another call from Durian, asking again for a description
of the bike. "I figured either he lost the first description or that he found Malik's bike and just
wanted to double check that it was his."
Just a few hours later, Durian and another officer showed up at Barnett's doorstep with
what appeared to be her son's bike. "I was so excited, I ran down the stairs when I saw him
coming, but when I got outside, I realized it wasn't Malik's."
In disappointment, Barnett told Durian the bike he'd wheeled up the steps was not her
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son's. His reply made her weep. "He said, 'I know, we took up a collection and bought this for
him,"' she said. "I couldn't believe it. I was so happy, I cried. They gave him a new bike and a
bike helmet. I said, 'This is what makes UD, UD.'"
Operations Lt. Joe Cairo said Durian went to the Meijer store on Wilmington Avenue to
purchase the bike. Because he was a bit shy of cash, store director David Leff - who attended
UD between 1958 and 1961- donated a $30 gift certificate to the cause.
"I try to help out any time I get a request from University of Dayton students or groups
because they're such good constituents of ours," Leff said.
Durian made it clear to his supervisors that he and his colleagues wanted no publicity
about the effort, and his supervisors - knowing the act of kindness would make a good story
-reluctantly agreed. But Durian had no way of knowing that Barnett works part time in the
University's public relations office, where she shared the story of her public safety angels.
And since "the cat (was) already out of the bag," Cairo said he'd be more than happy
to take the opportunity to praise his crew.
"It was the third watch that took the call about the missing bike, but personnel from all
three shifts helped buy the new one," Cairo said. "Because they work in a University setting,
our officers typically don't deal with young children. I think they looked at it as a unique
opportunity to do something nice for a little one."
For Durian, the project seemed personal, Cairo added. "It really touched his heart when
that little boy asked him when he was going to bring his bike back. As far as Steve was
concerned, that bike may have been the most important things the boy had, and someone took it
from him.
"It really didn't surprise me," Cairo said of the collective effort. "We have a good group
of people in public safety, and this just goes to show the true character of the men and women
who work for this department." .
For Barnett, who only gets to see her family in South Bend, Ind., at Christmas, the good
deed epitomizes the spirit of family she's felt since first arriving on campus, she said.
"UD makes me feel at home here in Dayton. People really live the 'learn, lead and serve'
motto. I can't even begin to tell you all the really nice things that have happened in the two
years I've been here -like the time my schedule wouldn't let me take Malik trick-or-treating for
Halloween, so one of my neighbors set it up with all the other students on our block just for him.
People here treat you like family."
The deed also reinforces her faith, Barnett said. "Things like this remind you that God is
so good and he will answer your prayers, even if sometimes it takes longer than others. It also
reminds you not to give up hope if things get rough, because there's always someone out there
who loves you."
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New bike, page three
For media interviews, contact LaChelle Barnett at (937) 627-8033 or via e-mail
barnetll@notes.udayton.edu and Joe Cairo at (937) 229-2131 or via e-mail at
cairojop@notes. udayton.edu.
The public safety personnel who donated funds to purchase a new bicycle for Malik
Barnett-Tyes are:
Lt. Joe Cairo; sargents Tawni Arnold, D.P. Montgomery and Bradley Swank; officers Larry
Corn, Stephen Durian, David Mcintosh, Douglas Parmenter, Bradley Pearson, Jay Pease, Joe
Richardson and David Schaefer; dispatchers Cecelia Angi and Christa Chieldcastle and
UD Rescue Squad Chief Erica Chenoweth.

